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CARBON FARMING ON MAORI LAND:

Sandra Cortes Acosta

AIM: To explore the decision-making processes associated with going into carbon farming, with an emphasis on the New

Zealand Emission Trading Scheme (ETS).

METHODOLOGY: Face-to-face semi-structured interviews (n=5) with Maori involved in commercial plantation forestry. These interviews showed three phases of
historical decision-making about carbon farming.

EVALUATION PHASE: TRANSITION PHASE: ETS PHASE:

Identification of a partnership

Forestry agreement
(around 2001)

Moving into forestry

ETS Agreement

(around 2011)

Trading units

Economic and cultural imperatives motivated land- Administration and regulation of Maori land were an Landowners relied on information from a trusted
use change. issue. agent.

are crucial.

Local relationships must be built between Moving into forestry was motivated by an economic
stakeholders and with those providing capital. opportuni?r to access capital in the long term.
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Payments for carbon units provide revenue in the
short term, before plantation harvest.
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