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Data Documentation 

(Please note that this is informal documentation intended to help users.  
It is not a polished document. Additions/corrections are welcome at info@motu.org.nz.) 

 

1. Main Motu contact for this data:  Wei Zhang wei.zhng@motu.org.nz (Research 
analyst, Motu environment team). Motu senior fellow: Suzi Kerr. 

 

Other contacts for this data: Anne Harper, Department of Conservation Geospatial Analyst  
aharper@doc.govt.nz  

 

2. Data keywords: 

Department of Conservation, land cover, environment 

  

3. Dataset abstract: 

The Department of Conservation (DoC) land register is a GIS database of conservation 
land, covering the New Zealand mainland and offshore islands. Conservation land 
includes Crown land held under the Conservation Act, Reserves Act, National Parks 
Act, Wildlife Act, Marine Reserves Act, and the Marine Mammals Protection Act. It 
excludes seabed or foreshore not set aside for a particular purpose. The map also 
includes private or Maori land that has legal protection through a conservation 
covenant or Nga Whenua Rahui kawenata, a lease to the Minister of Conservation, 
agreement under s76 Reserves Act, easement held by the Minister of Conservation, 
sanctuary refuge or management area under the Wildlife Act. In addition, the map 
includes other conservancy land for which DOC has information (mostly local authority 
reserves). The database contains approximately 18,000 polygons referred to as 
“conservation units”. Polygon areas are recorded in hectares to 4 decimal places, but 
are not very accurate (Froude, 1999). 

 

4. Motu Working Papers using this data set. 

Todd, Maribeth and Suzi Kerr. 2009. "How Does Changing Land Cover and Land Use in 
New Zealand relate to Land Use Capability and Slope?" Motu Working Paper 09-17. 
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Environmental Performance Indicators Programme, Ref. TR89 . Available online 
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